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Presentation Notes
The Prophet Micah says in Chapter 6:8: 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.�    And what does the Lord require of you?�To act justly and to love mercy�    and to walk humbly with your God.

The image is  of St. Josephine Bakhita, patroness of the victims of modern slavery.  She was abducted at age seven and sold into slavery in Darfur, Sudan. Resold several times, she was eventually given to an Italian consul who brought her to Europe where she became a Catholic. When the family planned to return to Sudan, Josephine wanted to remain in Italy, and found out that because slavery had been abolished in Italy, she had been free since 1885. She remained in Italy and eventually became a Canossian Sister.  She was canonized in 2000, and her feast is celebrated on February 8th. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Leadership Conference of Women Religious resolved in 2001, in 2012, and again in 2014 to end human trafficking. They committed to educate members of their congregations and to take action against both sex and labor trafficking. In Wisconsin, women religious leaders have chosen to prepare materials for parishes to use in adult faith formation and to publicize the national hotline number (billboards, bus signs, talks, etc.).  




• Investigators discovered that Robinson also 
had kidnapped a 17-year-old girl, beat her, 
pointed a shotgun at her, and threatened to tie 
her up in a car and burn her to death by 
lighting the vehicle on fire, according to a 
Department of Justice news release. 
 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel,  April 6, 2018 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two brief accounts on slides 3 & 4 reveal the horrors of human trafficking.



     Only 16 years old, Riley was rejected by her family 
and peers and forced to leave home. Having nowhere to 
go, she met a man who pretended to care about her, 
calling himself her “boyfriend.” He eventually coerced 
her into exchanging sex for money.  
     Riley wanted to escape and be someplace safe, where 
she could be her true self. Finally, through contact with a 
youth service provider, she received secure, stable shelter 
and was enrolled in counseling. Riley has since finished 
her GED program. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This power point offers a brief introduction to human trafficking. Human trafficking is a sin because it undermines the dignity of our sister, our brother who is made in God’s own image.  Human trafficking violates a victim’s rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. It is also a crime. In December, 2014, Pope Francis called all Catholics and peoples of other denominations to join him in working to end human trafficking – a form of modern day slavery – by 2020.



What Is Human Trafficking? 
• A form of modern-day slavery 
• The exploitation of persons for commercial sex or forced 

labor without victims’ ability to leave the situation 
• Use of force, fraud, or coercion by traffickers to control their 

victims 
• May involve movement across an international border; 

often occurs within a country 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may think that slavery is illegal and that it no longer exists in the world today. You are right about it being “illegal.” However, researchers have estimated that there are more slaves in the world today than in any time in human history. Kevin Bales, for example, has estimated that there are 27 million persons held in bondage, exploited for commercial sex or forced labor. (Disposable People)

Force can involve the use of physical restraint or serious physical harm. Physical violence, including rape, beatings, and physical confinement, is often employed as a means to control victims, especially during the early stages of victimization, when the trafficker breaks down the victim’s resistance. 

Fraud involves false promises regarding employment, wages, working conditions, or other matters. For example, individuals might travel to another country under the promise of well-paying work at a farm or factory only to find themselves manipulated into forced labor. Others might reply to advertisements promising modeling, nanny, or service industry jobs overseas, but be forced into prostitution once they arrive at their destination. 

Coercion can involve threats of serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; any scheme, plan or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that failure to perform an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; or the abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process. 

Human trafficking doe not require MOVEMENT of a victim. It can happen in the house next door to you. It can happen in the hotel on the corner. It can happen in massage parlors or restaurants in your neighborhoods. It might occur on the farms in your community or in construction sites.



Activities For Which People Are Trafficked   
• Prostitution 
• Pornography 
• Exotic dancing 
• Agricultural work 
• Landscape work 
• Domestic work and child 

care (“domestic 
servitude”) 

• Factory work 
• Massage /Day Spa 

 
 

• Begging/street peddling 
• Restaurant work 
• Construction work 
• Carnival work 
• Hotel housekeeping 
• Ship-building & welding 
• Day labor 
• Nail Salons 
• Manual labor 
• Nursing homes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you look at this list of areas where victims of human trafficking might be found, think of times when you used one or another of these activities. Did you see something that concerned you? Something that you thought was not on the “up and up?”  What did you do with your suspicion?

Do you know what signs to look for? Find out by visiting the organization Polaris: 
http://www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/recognizing-the-signs  




A “Hidden Crime” 
• Victims may be undocumented and fear U.S. 

authorities; traffickers will exploit this fear 
• Victims may be physically isolated or guarded, or 

held through psychological coercion 
• Many victims may not speak English 
• Many victims do not know where they are in the 

U.S. and face tremendous cultural barriers 
• Many do not realize that they are victims or that 

they have rights under U.S. law 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why is human trafficking so difficult to spot? Not only undocumented immigrants but also ordinary citizens may become victims. Perpetrators know how to “hide” their victims in plain sight. They use fear tactics to compel victims to comply with the traffickers’ wishes.
Some of the signs to look for: http://hopeforjustice.org/spot-the-signs/#general-indicators 
- Labor trafficking
- Sex trafficking
- Child abuse
- Criminal activities
- Domestic servitude




Smuggling Versus Human Trafficking 
• Smuggling 

– An offense against the 
integrity of the U.S. borders 

– Requires illegal crossing of 
the U.S. border 

– Smugglers make their money 
once the alien has reached the 
U.S. border; their “business 
relationship” with the 
immigrant then terminates 

– Smuggling becomes 
trafficking once a person is 
forced to provide labor or 
sexual services 
 

 
 

• Trafficking 
– An offense against a person 
– Involves compelled labor or 

sexual services 
– Traffickers may use 

smuggling debt as a means to 
control victims 

– Traffickers maintain ongoing 
control over victims, whether 
or not a border is crossed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The distinction between human smuggling and human trafficking is important to make. Notice which is a crime against border integrity and which is a crime against a person.



The Crime of  
Human Trafficking 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Human Trafficking is modern-day slavery. Human trafficking is the third largest international crime industry (behind illegal drugs and arms trafficking). From DoSomething.org. https://www.dosomething.org/facts/11-facts-about-human-trafficking 




Modern Slavery is Illegal 
• International Law 

– Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
– Palermo Protocol 

• Federal Law 
– 13th Amendment (1865) 
– Mann Act (1910) 
– Traffic Victims Protection Act (2000) 

• Wisconsin Law  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, formulated after World War II, was adopted by the United Nations on December 10th, 1948.  
Article 4 states: No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.

The Palermo Convention is a UN treaty about transnational crime. One of the protocols for the convention is about human trafficking: Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children. It was passed in 2000 and has been signed by 167 countries. They agree to pass laws against the crime of human trafficking.

Federal Law:
13th Amendment to the US Constitution states: "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.“ Passed in 1865.
The Mann Act (1910):  also known as the White Slave Traffic Act— made it a crime to transport women across state lines "for the purpose of prostitution or debauchery, or for any other immoral purpose." 

Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) defines the federal crime of human trafficking. Supposed to be reauthorized every two years.
The TVPA seeks to combat trafficking by promoting a policy of “3 Ps”: prosecution, protection, and prevention:
Prosecution involves passing the appropriate laws that criminalize trafficking, and jailing the abusers who exploit other humans for profit.
Protection involves identifying victims, providing them with medical care and shelter (and if necessary witness protection), and, when appropriate, repatriating them.
Prevention involves raising awareness of the inhumane practices involved in the trafficking trade and promoting a paradigm shift that seeks to reduce the demand for the “fruits” of human trafficking.




Wisconsin Statutes 
•  940.302. Human trafficking statute 
•  973.075 to 973.077 Asset Seizure and Forfeiture 

statute 
•  948.051. Trafficking of a child 
•  973.015. Vacating Convictions - Special 

Disposition 
• 948.081. Patronizing a child 
• 944,31. Patronizing prostitutes 
• 165.505. Internet crimes against children and 

human trafficking; administrative subpoena 
• Federal Human Trafficking Law and Regulation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 940.302 – defines the crime 

973.075 to 973.077 – Perpetrators who are convicted will have assets seized by the government to fund anti-human trafficking efforts.

948.051 – Types of felony convictions for perpetrators of trafficking children (under 18 years of age) 

 973.015 – Provides for expungement of conviction of victims of HT under certain conditions

948.081 – Patronizing a child - An actor who enters or remains in any place of prostitution with intent to have nonmarital sexual intercourse or to commit an act of sexual gratification is guilty of a Class G felony if the person is a child.  Created by 2017 Wisconsin Act 128

944.31 – Patronizing a prostitute -  Except as provided in s. 948.081, any person who enters or remains in any place of prostitution with intent to have nonmarital sexual intercourse or to commit an act of sexual gratification with a prostitute is guilty of the following:
(1) For a first or 2nd violation, a Class A misdemeanor.
(2) For a 3rd or subsequent violation, a Class I felony.
as affected by 2017 Wisconsin Acts 128 and 131

165.505 – Internet crimes against children and human trafficking -The attorney general may issue a subpoena upon a provider of an electronic communication service or a remote computing service. (as affected by 2017 Wisconsin Act 173) 

Federal Human Trafficking Law and Regulation  under Homeland Security – www.dhs.gov/human-trafficking-laws-regulations



A Victim-Centered Approach 

Service  
Providers 

Victim 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under international law, victims of human trafficking have the right to effective remedy. The TVPA does just that in the USA. Persons whom perpetrators - through the use of force, fraud, or coercion – compel to engage in acts contrary to their will are to be considered VICTIMS. 

The victim is to be considered central and is to have effective remedy from law enforcement, attorneys, and service providers. S/he is not to be treated as a criminal.



Particular Aspects of  
 Human Trafficking 

 



Three Types of Human Trafficking Victims 

1. Youth under age 18 who are involved in commercial sex 
acts (always victims; they cannot give consent) 
 
2. Persons age 18 or over who perform  
    commercial sex acts due to force, fraud, or 
    coercion 
 
3. Persons who labor through force, fraud or 
    coercion in forms of servitude, peonage, or 
    debt bondage 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasize that those who are trafficked or enslaved are VICTIMS.
A person under age 18 is legally considered a child who cannot give consent, and therefore is always considered a victim. Children  involved in commercial sex should not be labeled “prostitutes.”
A person who is 18 or older is considered a VICTIM if s/he engages in sex acts through the use of force, fraud or coercion.
Victims can also be found in different fields of labor where force, or fraud or coercion occurs. 



How Do They Become Victims 

SEX TRAFFICKING RECRUITMENT: 
- Schools, malls, parks, on the street, and 

online: they seek out the most vulnerable 
 

LABOR TRAFFICKING RECRUITMENT: 
- Offer jobs online, low-income 

communities, immigrants; they seek out 
the poor 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So how do traffickers begin to lure their victims in?

For sex trafficking recruitment, pimps are experts at identifying the most vulnerable children. They study children in places where they congregate: outside schools, malls, parks, on the street and online.

Labor traffickers target those in desperate need of employment; often find workers online and promise jobs, or recruit workers from low-income communities, and often target immigrants, especially if they have a way to target undocumented immigrants



- Befriending the person to slowly gain 
trust 

- Building a relationship by showering the 
person with attention and affection 

- Giving gifts, money, treats, dates, favors 
- Communicating with the person 

excessively: texting, emailing, calling 
 

SEX TRAFFICKING: 
When a trafficker is recruiting a 
person, some of the typical 
“grooming” tactics they use: 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are three stages of luring a victim into sex trafficking: recruiting, manipulating and exploiting. 

When a trafficker is grooming a potential victim, they’ll befriend them and start to build a relationship and gain their trust; they give them attention and affection as well as treat them like a girlfriend – give them gifts and take them out on dates, etc. 

While they’re in the beginning stages of recruitment, they’ll communicate excessively with them to really overpower any other human connections they may have. 




SEX TRAFFICKING: 
When a trafficker is recruiting a person, 
some of the typical “grooming” tactics they 
use: 
 

- Making the person feel “grown up” by 
sharing inappropriate language, dirty 
jokes 

- Playing contact games like tickling,  
back rubs and/or wrestling to get the 
person used to being touched 

- Taking pictures and video of the person 
- Making alcohol and drugs available 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once perpetrators start gaining that trust, they’ll start grooming them to get used to talking and touching inappropriately, taking pictures and videos to make them feel beautiful and special, and then they’ll start to introduce them to alcohol and drugs. 




SEX TRAFFICKING: 
When a trafficker is 
manipulating a person to soon 
be sexually exploited, they will: 
 

- Constantly monitor the person 
- Isolate them, keeping them away 

from other people 
- Support them financially 
- Often convince them to come live 

with them and discontinue any 
communications with family or 
friends  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Then the trafficker will start to really manipulate the victim. ��They’ll constantly monitor them, isolate them from friends and family,  become their main source of financial support and often convince them to run away and live with them. 




SEX TRAFFICKING: 
When a trafficker is manipulating a 
person to soon be sexually exploited, 
they will: 
 

- Play the role of family and protector  
- Tell them they love them and the 

person would not be able to survive 
without them 

- Introduce pornography to initiate 
sexual interest and normalize the 
behavior 

- Desensitize child through physical 
contact 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The manipulation stage includes a lot of emotional language and action to move themselves into the position of being the main and ONLY source of social support and love.

And then once they know the child relies on them for both emotional and physical needs, they’ll start to convince that child that they cannot live without them.

This is when they’ll start to introduce pornography and more extensive physical contact to desensitize them to it.




When a trafficker is manipulating a person, he 
fulfills her psychological needs at every level:  
 

- Promises fulfilled dreams – 
marriage, family 

- Gives compliments, flattery, 
gifts 

- Spend time with them, offer 
love 

- Offer protection against 
abusive family/peers; offer 
financial security 

- Provide food, shelter,  
clothing, basic needs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1943, Psychologist Abraham Maslow introduced his Hierarchy of Needs pyramid. This pyramid depicts all human needs, in five levels. From the bottom of the pyramid up, traffickers meet all these needs.

So essentially, traffickers are experts at fulfilling ALL of these needs. Basically, they:
1) Identify the need of the child
2) Fulfill the need
3) Remove any other sources of need fulfillment 
4) Exploit the child’s dependence for this need for fulfillment by forcing them into being trafficked




SEX TRAFFICKING: 
When a trafficker is commercially 
sexually exploiting a person, they will: 
 

- Control the person with fear 
- Physically/verbally abuse the 

person 
- Get the person addicted to 

alcohol  
and/or drugs 

- Alienate the person and act as 
her 
only human contact (or limit to  
contact with other “wives in law”) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once that trafficker feels that the victim is bonded to him, he’ll “turn her out” and begin exploiting her.

This is the stage where the perpetrator gains complete control over his victim’s mind and body. 

He will verbally and physically abuse the child, often get her addicted to alcohol and/or drugs, and sometimes, if he can, will completely alienate her from any other human contact – unless he has other victims in his “stable” (which means a group of girls) who are often referred to as “wives in law.”

And for those pimps who have stables, in order to maintain control over multiple girls, he’ll often pit them against each other to ensure, above all, allegiance to HIM and not friendships with each other. 




- Treat the person as property 
- Tattoo the victim with his “mark” 
- Convince the person that the police 

and authorities are bad guys 
- Threaten violence against the 

person’s family to keep them put 

SEX TRAFFICKING: 
When a trafficker is commercially  
sexually exploiting a person, they 
will: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The victim at this point is considered his “property.” Pimps will often tattoo their girls with their “mark” or “brand” to show this. 

And, captors will go to great lengths to convince their victims that no one would want to help them even if they asked. 

Victims are told that police will not believe them, that the police are corrupt, that the trafficker has links to the police, or that the victim will be arrested.

And they’ll tell them that they will harm their friends or family if they try to reach out to any of them. 




- Work long hours being sold for sex 
- Often beaten & raped by johns 
- Sold10-30 times a day 
- Need to meet quota or beaten 
- Trafficker takes all the money 
- 95% experience physical or sexual  

violence 
- 71% of trafficked children show 

suicidal tendencies 
 

What is Life Like For Them 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what is life like for a victim of sex trafficking? Every situation is different, but these are some of the typical things they have to deal with on a daily basis.

They often work long hours being sold for sex, often getting beaten or raped by the sex buyers, and see between 10-30 johns a day. 
�They’re given a monetary quota from their trafficker that they need to meet every day – usually between $1,000-$1,500 – and if they do not meet the quota, they’re beaten or sent back out. The pimp takes all the money. 

Their lives are filled with violence, and many of them become suicidal. 




It’s extremely hard to leave “the life.” 
  
Victims of sex trafficking are typically: 
 
- Trapped by fear and shame 
- Addicted to drugs 
- Under the psychological spell of their 

trafficker, crippled by Stockholm 
Syndrome aka “trauma bond” 

Why Can’t They Leave 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once a victim has been exploited, the lingo is that she is “in the life.” It is extremely difficult to ever leave “the life.”

Victims suffer devastating physical, mental and emotional trauma. They’re trapped by fear and shame. And many become addicted to drugs – in Wisconsin, this is often heroin.

And even though their quality of life is terrible, they’re still completely connected to their trafficker – through what is called a “trauma bond” or Stockholm Syndrome. 

Traffickers are experts at establishing this bond. Essentially what a trauma bond is, is although the victim is subjected to cycles of violence, the perpetrator interrupts those cycles occasionally to give the victim small kindnesses – usually gifts, or acts of love. The victim is kept from other human contact so has no other perspective on their situation except for that of the trafficker. They also feel there is no way to escape their situation. 

So, the victims don’t realize this, but emotional bonding to their captor is actually a psychological strategy for survival. However, if they do survive and escape, it is incredibly difficult to reprogram their minds from maintaining this trauma bond. 




It’s extremely hard to leave “the life.”  
 
Victims of sex trafficking typically: 
 
- Feel their situation is their fault 
- Do not feel they are a victim 
- Have no self worth & no reason for hope 
- Have attitudes & core beliefs that are so 

distorted it’s as if they’re living in a cult – 
need to reprogram their minds 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On top of the trauma bond, victims’ emotional state tells her that SHE is actually at fault and does not deserve a better life. 

In fact, most victims do not think they are victims.

They have no self worth and no reason for hope. 

Their attitudes and core beliefs are so distorted, it’s as if they’re living in a cult and their minds need to be reprogrammed. 




Signs 
of a  

Victim 



- Shows signs of physical/sexual abuse, 
restraint, confinement or torture 

- Not free to come and go as she wishes 
- Has a much older “boyfriend” 
- Carries multiple hotel key cards, IDs 
- Sudden increase of expensive “stuff” 
- Carries multiple phones 
- Constantly late or absent from school 

 

Red flags that a person is a 
victim of sex trafficking: 
 



- Appears disconnected with family, friends 
- Has a sudden change in behavior, attire, 

material possessions 
- Inappropriately dressed 
- Appears to be coached on what to say 
- Lacks control over her schedule 
- Has inconsistencies in stories  
- Exhibits signs of exhaustion, fear, anxiety, 

depression; avoids eye contact  
 

Red flags that a person is a victim 
of sex trafficking: 
 



 
- Appears malnourished 
- Avoids eye contact, seems afraid, shy 
- Extremely nervous, anxious, paranoid 
- Doesn’t speak much if at all 
- Can’t identify place of residence 
- Lack of identification, money 
- Accompanied by a third party 
- Has unmet medical needs/conditions 
- Is living in a home with multiple people 
 

 

Red flags that a person is a victim 
of labor trafficking: 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Victims of labor trafficking often have so little contact with the outside world that it is difficult to spot them in our communities. 




Where is the Demand Coming From?  
 
 
Little research on demographics 
 
83% say they are addicted to sex 
 
Where do they buy sex?  
Backpage.com, Craigslist, other online 
outlets, apps 
 
Arrests & prosecution of Johns rare 
 
Punishment varies by municipality 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So who are the buyers – or “johns” – of sex? Where is the demand coming from?

There is little research done on buyers of sex. There was one study done in Chicago that found that 40% of buyers were African-American, 36% were white and the remaining were other races; 53% were regular purchasers. Another study in Minneapolis showed that the majority of sex buyers were college-educated, married men between the ages of 30-49. 67% were white and 66% had children.

Buyers come from every socioeconomic sector of our society. Many johns have the mindset that these girls WANT to do this, which is not true. �Another study reports that 83% of buyers admit that they are addicted to sex. 

Where do they buy sex? Until a few months ago, the primary way was through Backpage.com. However, the federal government just made Backpage shut down their escort section. This was a positive measure and its impact is yet to be seen. For now, there are reports of perpetrators using other areas of Backpage with more “disguised” ads, as well as Craigslist and other online outlets and apps. However, once a buyer has a pimp’s contact information, they simply become regulars and feed the demand. 

Sadly, arrests of buyers are rare, and the punishments are lenient. However, progress is being made in this regard.

Every municipality has different punishments for the arrest of a John. In Outagamie County, for example, where there is a task force in place and awareness of human trafficking is high, Johns are arrested, charged with a misdemeanor, fined $1,200,  and put on probation for a year. They are also required to attend “John School,” a day-long seminar at which they learn the truth behind sex trafficking and that these girls are victims, and how they are treated by their traffickers. Since implementing this, they have never had a repeat offender.




The Face of a Trafficker 
    Traffickers span a wide range of criminal operators, 

including individual pimps, small families or 
businesses, loose-knit decentralized criminal 
networks, and international organized criminal 
syndicates. It is an extremely multi-layered and 
lucrative “business”!  
 



 

The enormous profit for the traffickers derives from 
“repeated sale” of the trafficking victim’s body or labor. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Human trafficking is all about GREED!  Isn’t it shocking to consider that human traffickers earn more than $20,000 annually for each person sold repeatedly for sex and almost $5,000 per person for labor? That money does not go to the victims but rather to the traffickers. They sell a person’s body over and over, making their business more lucrative than the sale of drugs.  



Pornography Feeds  
Human Trafficking 

• Viewing porn creates a DEMAND for sex 
trafficking within the porn industry 

• Viewing porn becomes addictive – moving from 
soft to hard porn 

• Viewers are known to imitate violent porn 
practices 

• A vicious cycle – porn addicts become abusers 
who create victims who then supply the 
demand for the addicts 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more information, go to http://educateempowerkids.org/human-trafficking-link-to-porn/ 
See also Brushfires Foundation (Harms of Pornography)

Also, see on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIxdnnxqK6o 
Rescue Freedom tells the story of the link between human trafficking and porn. Its campaign is “Refuse to Click” on porn on the Internet



Victims identified in a number of ways; 
but do not identify themselves as victims  
 
Come into contact with the service system at 
different points, e.g., law enforcement, medical 
 
Need immediate crisis counseling to prevent 
retraumatization, severe anxiety & stress 
 
Need to make them feel safe 

How Victims Get Out of The Life 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Victims may be identified in a number of ways, but many sex trafficked youth do not identify themselves as victims. Because of this, when they come into contact with a formal system like law enforcement or child welfare, they often run back to the life they know that is familiar to them, including their trafficker. 

For this reason, it is critically important to have first responders and immediate placement options whichcan provide a safe, trusting environment for victims, to reduce the likelihood that they’ll run. As I previously discussed, a victim will go into a rescue situation and run back to her pimp SIX times before actually leaving for good.

One of the most critical components of responding to a victim’s crisis situation is to have immediate crisis counseling. It’s important to have some sort of psychological crisis response counseling done as soon as possible, that makes them feel SAFE, before any extensive interviews are done, because forcing them share their traumatic experiences too quickly can result in retraumatization, which can cause severe anxiety and even more psychological stress, either causing them to run or making the process of rehabilitation even more difficult. 






Protected from 
their traffickers 

 
Individualized, trauma-

informed, culturally 
sensitive, age-appropriate 

range of services 
 

Option to stay long-term 
 
 

Protected from 
their traffickers 

 
Individualized, trauma-

informed, culturally 
sensitive, age-appropriate 

range of services 
 

Option to stay long-term 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 (left house)  After immediate crisis counseling, the second biggest need of a victim is a safe place to stay, where they are protected from their traffickers. Here, they will need a wide range of services that are individualized, trauma-informed, culturally sensitive and age appropriate. They also need the option to stay long term, as their healing process is complex.

Victims often end up in juvenile detention programs which are too rigid and unforgiving, and foster homes who are not prepared for traumatized victims. 

Unfortunately, there are only a handful of safe houses for victims of human trafficking in the United States, and they have minimal capacity. There are a few safe houses in Wisconsin, including:
Restore Innocence Ranch – Waukesha – founded 2002 �Grateful Girls Safe Haven – Milwaukee – Sept 2015
The Sisters Program South Collaborative – opening a safe house on the south side this year
Lad Lake (Milwaukee/Waukesha) and the state Department of Children and Families teamed up to create a specialized residential program in 2014; first year enrolled 5 girls
Eye Heart World which is opening a safe house in Brown County this summer
Exploit No More Milwaukee – Freedom House opening 2017
Redeem & Restore Center, Southeastern WI – raising funds now 

Also, sexual assault crisis centers and youth homeless shelters often offer temporary safe housing to victims, but they are not always equipped to meet the complex needs of a human trafficking survivor. Thankfully they do help, however, as they have been the main safe housing option for survivors for years.

Note: training for sexual assault centers on helping victims of trafficking here: https://humantraffickinghotline.org/resources/serving-human-trafficking-victims-introduction-domestic-violence-organizations 



(Right House) While victims are recovering in a safe environment, they need access to a range of appropriate services.

In addition to their basic needs of shelter, food, and clothing, many need medical attention, in particular for past abuse, STDs and possible pregnancies.
�Mental health consequences of the life often include post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, depression, sleep disturbances, eating disorders, chronic pain, and other physical and emotional manifestations of significant and extended trauma. Counseling by a therapist trained in helping victims of trafficking is imperative to the healing process. 

Mentoring is a huge part of the recovery process as well. They need to develop a relationship with someone they can trust; someone who can convince them that they truly care about them. Another quote from Rachel Lloyd sums up this need: �“When their strongest connection to another person, their pimp, is removed, they need to feel connected to someone else. During this scary time, having someone to call at 3 a.m., having friends who have gone through the same thing, and ultimately feeling loved can help to alleviate some of the pain and fear of the recovery process.” (p230)

Mentoring is even more successful if a survivor can be involved. Having those shared experiences helps victims realize that what happened is not their fault, and that they do have worth and value, and CAN live a happy, productive life. 

In addition, they will likely need legal counsel and advocacy; drug/alcohol rehabilitation, spiritual guidance, child care and skills training to prepare them to re-enter the community. 




Scope of the Crime of  
Human Trafficking 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The violation of a person’s inherent dignity as a child of God may not convince us of the seriousness of human trafficking as a criminal activity.  The growing numbers of this crime provide another dimension for our consideration. Human trafficking is the world's fastest growing criminal enterprise and is an estimated $32 billion-a-year global industry (http://oag.ca.gov/human-trafficking). 



How Many Victims? 
• At any given time in 2016, 40.3 million or more 

victims are in modern slavery worldwide 
(International Labor Organization 2016)  
– 10 million are children.  
– 24.9 million are victims of labor exploitation 

• 800,000 people trafficked across international 
borders annually 

• Women and girls represent 99% of victims of 
forced labour in the commercial sex industry, 58%  
in other sectors. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The world’s population exceeds 7.357 billion people. Compared to that number, the above statistics may seem miniscule. However, consider the inestimable worth of every human person. Consider that each person is created in God’s image. Understand that today we have international, national and local laws against slavery. Yet there are now more persons enslaved than in previous human history.

Source: International Labor Organization:  Global Estimates of Modern Slavery: Forced Labor and Forced Marriage Report from Geneva, 2017



Labor Trafficking 
 

In 2017, the  
U.S. Department of Labor  

identified 139 products  
from 75 countries  

made by forced labor and/or  
child labor 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As consumers, many of our purchases could well be tainted with human slavery. Consider the following list of products as an example.



The “Dirty Dozen” 
Products Produced with Slave Labor 

 • Coffee 
• Chocolate 
• Clothing 
• Electronics 
• Counterfeit 

handbags 
• Rubber 

 

• Diamonds 
• Shrimp (and 

other sea foods) 
• Carpet 
• Palm oil 
• Cannabis 
• Pornography 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consumer demand for cheap products is a major cause of modern slavery. In order to meet the demand, companies or their subsidiaries may use forms of force, fraud, or coercion in their recruitment of labor or in their production processes. The list on this slide includes some of the products that are highly likely to involve slavery, including child slavery.

Investors, and the general public, are demanding that companies assess whether or not slavery exists in the production process. As an example, Nestle has been working to end the use of child labor in the harvesting and production of chocolate. The company has created an infographic that depicts its efforts to end child labor in the production of cocoa. See: http://www.nestle.com/media/newsandfeatures/child-labour-cocoa-supply-chain-infographic.  

http://www.viralnova.com/products-with-slave-labor/


Commercial Sexual Exploitation of 
Children (C-SEC) 

• The National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children estimates that at least 100,000 U.S. 
children are victims of sex trafficking each year, 
some as young as 12 years 

• There are estimates that each year as many as 
26,000 teens in Wisconsin run away from home. 
Vulnerable to commercial sexual exploitation 
when on the streets 

 Wisconsin Association for Homeless and Runaway Services 
 

 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recall that in the definition of human trafficking three types of victims were identified. Anyone under the age of 18 is ALWAYS considered a victim. The statutes on the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children make clear that in cases of child trafficking, children are always to be considered victims. 
Missing Kids Fact Sheet: http://www.missingkids.com/en_US/documents/CCSE_Fact_Sheet.pdf 
The WI DOJ has a resource on child sex trafficking: http://www.doj.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/dci/icac/child-sex-trafficking.pdf 



What Our Faith Teaches 



From the Bible 
• Old Testament (Isaiah 61:1) 

The Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; 
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to captives and freedom to prisoners. 
 

• New Testament (Luke 4: 18-19, 21)  
The spirit of the Lord is on me, for he has anointed me to bring 
the good news to the afflicted. He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to captives, sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, to proclaim a year of favor from the Lord. …Then he 
(Jesus) began to speak to them, 'This text is being fulfilled today 
even while you are listening.' 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Both the Old and New Testaments provide the foundation for working to eliminate the sin of slavery/human trafficking. This passage from the Prophet Isaiah is repeated by Jesus (Luke 4) when he read the Scriptures on the Sabbath in the Synagogue of Nazareth. Jesus describes this as His mission – what His Father has sent Him to do for the least of our brothers and sisters who are enslaved - to proclaim liberty to those held captive, to let the oppressed go free.   



Vatican Council II 
    [W]hatever insults human dignity, such as…slavery, 

prostitution, the selling of women and children; as 
well as disgraceful working conditions, where men 
are treated as mere tools for profit, rather than as free 
and responsible persons; all these things and others 
of their like are infamies indeed. They poison human 
society, but they do more harm to those who practice 
them than those who suffer from the injury. Moreover, 
they are supreme dishonor to the Creator. 

 

    Gaudium et Spes (The Church in the Modern World) 
     Vatican II, 1965 #27 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Already in 1965 the Catholic Church drew attention to modern slavery as a critical issue. Article 27 of the Second Vatican Council’s document, the Church in the Modern World, highlights this evil, noting that it dishonors our Creator God, and does harm not only to victims but also to perpetrators.



Catechism of the Catholic Church 

   The seventh commandment forbids acts or  
enterprises that for any reason lead to the 
enslavement of human beings, to their being 
bought, sold and exchanged like merchandise, in 
disregard for their personal dignity. It is a sin 
against the dignity of persons and their fundamental 
rights to reduce them by violence to their productive 
value or to a source of profit.                          

 - Paragraph no. 2414 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Catholic Catechism lists human enslavement as a violation of the seventh commandment. In short, it is STEALING: stealing from other humans their dignity, their freedom, their right to the fruits of their labor. No human person should be subject to violence or be considered only a means to making a profit.



United States Conference of  
Catholic Bishops 

   Human trafficking will never be truly 
defeated without eliminating the 
consumerism that feeds it and prosecuting 
those actors in receiving countries, including 
our own, that benefit because of the 
exploitation of vulnerable human beings. 

 
 On Human Trafficking,  
 U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 (USCCB), 2007 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2007, the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops identified the DEMAND SIDE of human trafficking. Demand for sex is fed by lust. Demand is also fed by consumerism, especially our insatiable appetite for cheap but durable goods, for a bargain. We know that growth in our economy correlates directly with consumer spending. Hence, through a consumer lifestyle we continue to create the scenario for modern slavery.



Pope Francis 
It is not possible to remain indifferent before the 
knowledge that human beings are bought and 
sold like goods! I think of the adoption of children 
for the extraction of their organs, of women 
deceived and obliged to prostitute themselves, of 
workers exploited and denied rights or a voice, 
and so on. And this is human trafficking. 
 
Message on the occasion of the annual Lenten 
“Fraternity Campaign” in Brazil with the theme 
of “Fraternity and human trafficking”  
March 5, 2014 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pope Francis highlights other horrendous aspects of human trafficking – the extraction of human organs for profit, prostitution, and labor exploitation.  Not only adoption but kidnapping may be associated with organ extraction.  Though anyone may be trafficking, people in poverty are more vulnerable to being trafficked.  



Human 
   Trafficking 
      in Wisconsin 



Does it happen here? Yes! 
• Human trafficking is a growing problem in WI 
• Milwaukee is considered a “Mecca” for pimps 
• Trafficking in WI includes: 

– Sex trafficking of immigrants and U.S. citizens 
– Forced labor in Wisconsin’s fields, restaurants & tourist 

industry 
– Domestic minor sex trafficking  
   of teens & runaways 
– House slavery (“domestic servitude”) 
 



WI Statistics (since 2007) 
•   1,523 Calls to National Hotline; 131 – Victims 

identified 
• 362 – Cases; 512 – Total number of victims in 362 

cases 
• 261 calls as of Dec. 31, 2017 – 91 Human 

trafficking cases…72 Sex Trafficking 
• Human trafficking discovered in more than half of 

WI’s 72 counties (WI Department of Justice) 
 
Cited from Polaris | National Human Trafficking Resource Center | 1-888-3737-888 | NHTRC@PolarisProject.org   
www.PolarisProject.org © Copyright Polaris 2015. All Rights Reserved. http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/state/wisconsin  
Please note that the data displayed in this report was generated based on limited criteria from calls received by the NHTRC hotline. This is not a 
comprehensive report on the scale or scope of human trafficking on a state or national level. These statistics may be subject to change. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data on the crime of human trafficking is not systematically gathered.  Since 2007 – Dec 31. 2107, the National Human Trafficking Resource Center has been taking calls from across the country. 

This slide provides statistics from its summary for WI: the accumulated totals for calls and how many victims were identified. http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/state/wisconsin 

Information about the Hotline (888-3737-888) has not been widely disseminated. For this reason, the Leadership Conference of Women Religious has undertaken an advertising campaign on billboards and buses to make the number better known. The Department of Justice in WI has been mandated by the WI Legislature to create a poster with the number. Businesses will be encouraged, but not required, to post it.

mailto:NHTRC@PolarisProject.org
http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/state/wisconsin


Human Trafficking in WI News  

The report, released last month, expands upon a 2013 
study that found at least 77 children had been sexually 
exploited in Milwaukee in a two-year period — a number 
experts said was likely a gross underestimate, as it only 
tracked the number who had made contact with police. 

Trafficking victims found in rural 
counties 

https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/crime/2018/03/01/new-report-estimates-340-kids-and-young-adults-have-been-sex-trafficked-milwaukee-over-four-year-per/363964002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/crime/2018/03/01/new-report-estimates-340-kids-and-young-adults-have-been-sex-trafficked-milwaukee-over-four-year-per/363964002/
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https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/crime/2018/04/06/milwaukee-pimp-gets-63-years-prison-sex-trafficking-17-year-old-girl-and-others/493064002/
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Resources 



Movies/DVDs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consult your local public library for these and other titles on human trafficking. YouTube also has short clips as well as lectures on human trafficking. TED talks provide another good educational tool. For example, visit the following to hear Kevin Bales speak about modern slavery:
http://www.ted.com/talks/kevin_bales_how_to_combat_modern_slavery 

http://www.ted.com/talks/noy_thrupkaew_human_trafficking_is_all_around_you_this_is_how_it_works?language=en 




   Books 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consult your local public library for these and other titles on human trafficking.



Some Internet Resources 
• The USCCB Office of Migration and Refugee Services Anti-Human 

Trafficking Program 
 

• Wisconsin Human Trafficking Protocol and Resource Manual 
 

•  End Modern Slavery Polaris 
 

• Shared Hope International – Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking 
 

• End Child Prostitution and Trafficking (ECPAT USA) 
 

• Faith Alliance Against Slavery and Trafficking 
 

• The Salvation Army 
 

• Covenant Eyes (Internet Safety for the family) 
 

• Brushfires Foundation (Harms of Pornography) 
 

 

http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/index.cfm
https://www.wcasa.org/file_open.php?id=336
http://www.polarisproject.org/
http://www.sharedhope.org/
http://www.ecpatusa.org/our-history
http://www.faastinternational.org/
http://salvationarmyusa.org/usn/combating-human-trafficking
http://www.covenanteyes.com/family/
http://www.brushfiresfoundation.org/category/harms-of-pornography/


Engaging the  
Catholic Community 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what 
does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 



What You Can Do 
Educate 

Teachers: Add human 
trafficking curricula 
(available online) 
 
Medical professionals: 
Get training on how to 
identify victims; 
familiarize yourself with 
the SANE process; see if 
your facility can offer low-
cost services 
 
Attorneys: Offer pro bono 
legal counsel/advocacy 
 
Journalists: Help spread 
awareness 
 
  

- Watch videos online, read news articles, read books 
 

- Sign up for e-newsletters from anti-trafficking efforts 
(U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Trafficking, Polaris, task 
forces, etc.) 
 

- Follow anti-trafficking organizations on Facebook, 
Twitter, etc. 
 

- Attend more presentations & events; schedule a 
seminar 
 

- Share information in your community  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most powerful way we can make a difference is TOGETHER. Which means we need to educate as many people as possible about the realities of human trafficking right here in Wisconsin. 

There is a multitude of information about this online. So much in fact that it’s overwhelming. It probably took me over 100 hours to create this presentation, because I went through so much information and synthesized it. 

All you need to do to learn more is a google search. Or make it even easier on yourself by signing up for e-newsletters from anti-trafficking organizations, and liking those organizations on Facebook or following them on Twitter so you get their posts. Then share their posts on social media to help that information have an even further reach. 

Attend more presentations and support more events. Human trafficking awareness training is also available for organizations from a variety of sources - consider scheduling a seminar for your workplace, school or church.

You can also share information in your community – there are many brochures, flyers, posters, etc. online you can print and post in community locations such as schools, churches, gas stations, hotels, malls, etc (be sure to get permission to post first).

Teachers, medical professionals, attorneys and journalists can also play a significant role in helping victims by sharing their time and talents. 

Note: Educator curriculum available here:http://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/education/curriculum/ 
https://www.region10.org/r10website/assets/File/Human_Trafficking_EducatorsPPT_TEA.pdf
A Fact Sheet for Schools: https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osdfs/factsheet.pdf

Note: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 2017 National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month & Day of Prayer Toolkit: http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/upload/Final-Trafficking-Toolkit-2017.pdf 

Note: Sex Trafficking  in the U.S. & What You Can Do – Eye Heart World e-Book: https://eyeheartworld.org/blogs/articles/our-brand-new-e-book 




Pray for victims, potential victims, and for the 
conversion of traffickers: 
 
- Search online for “prayers for human trafficking victims” 

 
- U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking has many 

prayer and reflection resources  
 

- Every victim is someone’s daughter, son, sister, brother, 
friend or loved one; please pray daily for these victims 
 

- Hold a prayer vigil at your church or in your community 

What You Can Do 
PRAY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please pray for victims and for the conversion of traffickers and johns.

Every victim or potential victim is someone’s daughter, sister, son, brother, friend or loved one. They deserve our help. Please keep them in your daily prayers. 

There have also been a handful of prayer vigils at local Wisconsin parishes and parks for the victims of human trafficking. Consider attending one or organizing a vigil in your community. 




- Choose a local or regional anti-trafficking organization to support with your time, talents 
and funding 
 

- There are also other nonprofit organizations who help sexual abuse/assault victims; or 
youth who are vulnerable & could become victims, such as homeless youth shelters 
 

- Organize a fundraiser to help the organization raise needed funding or hold supply 
drives for basic needs items such as hygiene kits, clothing 

What You Can Do 

VOLUNTEER/DONATE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every nonprofit organization needs volunteers and funding. The WI Anti Human Trafficking Consortium has an online map to show where all their members are located in the state – visit http://stophumantraffickingwi.com/membership-and-contacts/

There are also other nonprofit organizations that help vulnerable youth, such as homeless youth shelters, that would benefit from additional volunteers.

If you don’t have time to volunteer on a regular basis, consider holding a fundraiser to raise needed monies to support these organizations.




Advocacy: Legislation brings systemic change  
- Contact your elected officials and let them know you are concerned about human 

trafficking and ask what they are doing about it. Key points 
to discuss:  
1) Lack of safe housing for victims;  
2) Lack of convictions in WI for traffickers;  
3) Lack of arrests & prosecution for Johns  
 

- Sign up for action alerts or participate in the advocacy efforts of nonprofits such as 
Polaris or USCSAHT 
 

What You Can Do 
ADVOCACY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Contact your elected officials and let them know you are concerned about human trafficking and ask what they are doing about it. It’s best when communicating with public policy makers to limit your conversations to a few salient points. 

I would recommend discussing three critical topics regarding sex trafficking in Wisconsin that need to be addressed immediately: 1) lack of safe housing for victims to leave the life; 2) lack of convictions for traffickers to stop the violence; and 3) lack of arrests, prosecution and convictions for Johns, to curb the demand. 

Sign up for action alerts or participate in the advocacy efforts online – U.S. Sisters Against Human Trafficking and Polaris, for example, both have advocacy pages where people can take action.

Sign up for Polaris action alerts here: http://act.polarisproject.org/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup?signup_page_KEY=9428
Sign up for USCSAHT emails here (on bottom right): http://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org 




Report Suspicious Activity: Do NOT approach victims 
or traffickers as this can be very dangerous 
 
- Call non-emergency local police line or use their  

text tip line to report any suspicious activity 
 

- Call the National Human Trafficking Hotline at  
1-888-3737-888 or Text “INFO" to “BeFree" (TTY: 711) 
 

- Use APPs to report tips: Redlight Traffic, TraffickCam 
Airline Ambassadors TIP Line 

What You Can Do 
REPORT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The public has some outlets to report suspicious activity (please do not approach traffickers! This can be very dangerous!) and refer anyone they think might be a victim to, including: 
�- Non-emergency local police
- National Human Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-3737-888�- WI Clearinghouse for Missing and Exploited Children and Adults – staffed by WI DOJ during work hours, answering service after hours:� 800-843-4673 (800-THE-HOPE) – refers victims to services 
- Homeland Security Blue Campaign hotline: 1-866-347-2423
- WI Dept of Corrections Office of Victim Services & Programs: 800-947-5777
- Redlight Traffic app�- TraffickCam




What Your Parish Can Do 
• Create a human trafficking committee 
• Raise awareness by educating church members 
• Create a resource center with current materials 
• Assist community service providers who are serving victims 
• Support a safe haven in your community for those who are vulnerable 
• Hold fundraisers for worthy anti-trafficking organizations 
• Incorporate the issue into worship services 
• Advocate for improved legislation (such as Safe Harbor) 
• Help to reduce poverty at home and abroad  
• Support Fair Trade establishments/companies 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Safe Harbor Law…..



Can Your Parish Provide for Victims: 
• Pro bono legal, medical, or dental care? 
• Donations of food, clothing, and furniture? 
• Emergency housing? 
• Temporary or permanent jobs? 
• Assistance with learning English? 
• Direct companionship  & mentoring? 
• Bilingual assistance? 
• Used car/transportation help? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Link up with a shelter for victims to provide these services





Thank you for educating yourself about  
Human Trafficking 

  
Through education you can bring awareness. 
Through awareness you can provide help. 
Through help you can provide hope. 
 

Our Catholic faith calls us to action! 
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